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Trivia Hits New Helghfs -

~ At Baseball Research Parley

By JDHN THORN

TORONTO-The major league stadiums have been silent
for an eternity. or so il seems. Tht- long. damaging sinke
has weakened the faith of many fn baseball's ahbility to
resurtect itself this vear, or ever. But baseball lives in the
minds of the men who love it, and at the 10th annual con-
vention of the Society for American Baseball Research.
haseball was vibrant and flourishing

The 1253 SABR members who gathered at the University
of Toronto July 24-26 are no ordiary baseball fans They
are part of an orgamization that, largely through the efforts
" of L.. Robert Davids, was established a decade ago to dig in
the darkest corners of baseball’s labyrinthine past, and

bring the truth.to light. The first convention in Coopers-,

town, in 1971, was attended by the full membership: 16
Todav the roster 15 1.250 and c]limbing. (For membership
anformation, write SABR, P.O): Box 321, Cooperstown, N Y.
11326.)

The first item of business wus a panel discussion with
four former major feaguers who have ties to Canada. Phil
Marchildon.. Goody Rosen. Roy Hughes and Reno Bertoa
ol surprisingly, all were incredulous over the escalatian
of plaver suluries and dismaxed by the strike. While Ber-
tosa, the voungest of the four. expressed some support for
the plavers, the others fuvored management. SABR sents-

_ black baseball in the

ments were also divided. When Rosen observed, “'For the
first time. owners are raght,” his remark was met by equal
measures of applause and hisses,

Marchildon, remuniscing<about his playing carver, point-
ed out that in 19457 he had won 19 pames for the fifth-place
Philadelphia A's. He was obviously pratified when a SABR
member added that of those 19 victories, 14 had come at the
expense of first-division clabs, while Bob Feller's league-
hugh 20 wins included 15 against the second tier.

As the talk turned to Connie Mack in his late, dazed
vears. Bertoia told a tale he had heard about Earle Mack.
the boss” coach and son. Umpire Red Jones talled a close
play at second base against the A's, which brought Earle
racing to the mound. “What the hell are vou doing here?”
Jones bellowed. Earle’s reply: “'D-D-D-Dad thinks you
missed that one.”

Committee reports illustrated the range of SABR con-
cerns. The Negro League committee is nearly finished
with its grueling project of compiling a statistical record of
19205. The minor league committee
continues s research into such dusty areas as 19th century
minor ledague box scores and plaver identifications, The
biographical research committee has discovered a “new™
major leaguer-Charles Fallon, a pinch-runner with the
I‘iﬂa MNew York Highlanders who appears in none of the
t'rrf"—c—rupedia'- The sulhnrn‘l danalvsis committee took on

SAN FR AHCIHC{)*W baseball strnike has ;..mund"-d
the San Franvisco (ants and the Oukland A's in more
wavs than ane. LI

in uddition to losing-at least one month of the season,
the two clubs no loager hive the services of the San
Diego Padres” Boeing 727 to use on charter fhights

Ballard Smuth, president of the Padres, sad the club
sold the aircraft to 2 Dallas-bused business_partnership
o helo defrav expenses incurred during the sirike

According to the Padres’ contract with the Grants and
A's, the San Diego club was required to give 10 dayvs
nrtive if The charter agreement was o be terminated
Smuth informed A's Presadent Rov Eisenhardt and Spec
Richardson. then the Gianis” gencral manager, of the
sale July 1

Smith had been negoliating: for the sale of the plane
all seaxon, intending to-compiete a deal after the A's

- and the Giants shared the charter for theor 1951 flights.
But the weeks of inactrity ur*n:m v the Pddl‘l.“- buss
nm for warl, -

1 could have sold iLa long Ume ago, but | was wilhing
o wart,” Smith sard,«"We were enjoving a profitable
frme,- qust starting to turn things around Dinancially,
when the strike it The strike forced us 10 make o

Padres ‘Ground’

Giants, A’s

deciston earher

“It was costing us $80,000 2 month 0 mamtah the
plane aod-it's my judpment this will be a long strike.
The Giants and the A's caused us not to flyv, so 1t was a
case of looksng to them for revenue, or-doing something
I think they undersiand.™

The Giants and A's rescheduled commercial fMhights,
bat Grants Owner Bob Lurie remained hopeful a charter
arrangement could be continued.

“Mr. Lune understands the new owners of the plane
want te get into the athletic charter business.” reported
Giants travelhng secretary R.llph Nelson, I we can pet
J New €rew anc pick up the r{-malnlm, contract. muybe
we can still use the plane.” |

Esenhardt fullv understands Smith's position

“Even before he called. | didn't feel nght about the
Padres bearing the burden of the plane not being used. "
Ersenhardt said “There's no question charters are
nere comvenent —=that’s why we baught the package.

“Over a season, it would huve cost us $75,000 1n excess
of commercial fhights, but there's not much savings
now Commercial rates have pone up and spot.«charter-
ing, which we'lhave todo a few times, 15 really costlv .

NICK PETERS

= . 1 - -
Johnny Mize -
(Continued From Page 21)

“f ipured there were Iwo thmes vou could do when vou
went up there to kit Mize savs “"You were esther going to
hig the bail and pet on basae, or vou were gomng tohit the ball
Jnd maoke an aut. 1 alwave knew | was gong to get o piece
of the ball ™

ZMaze, at 62 and 215 pounds, hud the physical <tature of
power hatter, but he was aiso a serious student of kiitne
Nacollege product, Mize nevertheless approached the «or
ence of tting with morne than a chaw of tebacco

“Every mght before | went to bed,” he remembers, 1'd
ok 1n the paper to sev who was pitching Thea '€ Lay

awike a haif an hodr or sa, just imagrming | was standing

at the plate 1°d toy to vistabise-how 1 might be thrown Lo,
what to louk for,”

Alize wax g chameleon in the batter
sized bats. different.leverage points
stances. He'ddo anyvihing to ged a hit

“The problem withaclot of batters.” Maze savs, “is that
they just get imthere, dig a foothold and swing away, 1 sayv
this: If vou get in there and just dig vourself a hole w hhnul
thinking first. You'll bury yourself in the same hole.’

When Yankees Manager Casev-Stengel used Mize as o
senprally a-pinch-hitting specialist in-the early 1950s. the
long-ball threat evolved mto a master of placing hits. Mize
postponed retirement to go after his 2,000th kit in 1933 and
when it came, a sinple off the St. Louis Browns' Duane

‘s bax_ using different
vven different

Pillette, the Big Ldl had collected [1 hits in 16 pinch-hut

appearances, -
Said Stengel wagpishiv: “It's this way, Big Jawn writes
hisselfl a book, 'How to Hit” That gives im a pride of
authorship. | know dang well he ain’t gonna louse up the
sale of that book by nmot hittin® when [ send hum up to bat in,

the pinch [t's worked pood, see?™

."nh.n' recalls another punh-'.

“I'my 10 the nmth mming of o scoreless game Jppainst the
White Sox. Casey hifted Whitey Ford and told me to hit We
u.ul 4 runner at second

1 remember thefe was too big u hold between shortstop
J4rid the third baseman, | decded that™s where | wanted to
st the ball. ™’ '

MMize ran the count to -and-1, then calmiy reached for a
fa<thail on the cutside corner of the plate “"The pitch was
right where [ wanted it ™ .

1t won the game for the Yankees, |0
" To Xiaize. ever the technician at the plate, a pinch-single
v remembeted with as much vlariey as any of his 333
nomers

Mize’s reputation in the freld was as well-documented as
his reputation at the plate. Only thing s, it wis not ncarly
Js pood In fact, humorist Goodman Ace once wired Goants
Munaper Leo Durocher this messape. ""Sir, belfore each
Fame an announcement 1= made that .jﬁ}'um'f interfenng
with or touching a batted bull will be ¢jected from the
;:um Pll.':!.!ll:“ advise Mr. Mize that this dnEan t refer to
him’

Mize, predictably,
CUIMIMEnis.

“But it's like anything else.” he says,
uen and vou're never gonna shuke it. A guy has 4 reputa-
tion as a pood fielder, he's ponna get a lot of good culls on
wcoring decisions.

“In my case, | had the bad reputation. That's the way it

never saw any pustification for suck

wis. People just had 1t made up 10 their mynds that |

wisn't a good Tielder, and that was the end of it.”’

Not gquite. The end of it, after a 23-vear wait, comes Au-
gust 2. when Mize steps up to the podium at Cooperstown.
Some pe-uph:- just hnd it in therr rnlnr.ls that he belonged
there. .

“you get a reputas -

. Canadian connection.

Reno. Berlntu

the project, so rudely interrupted, of chronicling the Ouk-
land A's 198] season pitch by pitch, And SABR reaffirmed
its support for awarding the 1910 batting championship of
the Amernican League to Nap Lajoie rather than Ty Cobb, a
controversiual issue revealed by THE Hmutnn Newsearher
this vear.

Some members’ research topics are S0 esoteric, and
thear quests soantense. as (o rase phillosophical questuns
Should every aspect of baseball he quantfied? s all of
baseball wofth knowing about? Is, as Mae West once said,
too much of a good thmg wonderful? A member's hikely
reply: Yes, ves, and yes.

Virn Luse, an engmeer when he isn't reading vld nows
papers for Ris 13th century minor deapgue project, had to
spend same time 10 Yugoslovia He took o mucrofilm read
er along “"Some people thought | was crary.” he con
fissed, “but that's all that kept me sune.” Kit Cnssey has
embarked upon a study 6 Nuvy baseball in World War [
Do s friends outside the society well him he's wasting his
tme? “No. | get gratification from the research. | feel I'm
doing something in baseball that I'm almost certamn no one
s 1s doing night-now | feel I'm contributing something.™
John Pardon, ancther expert in minor league history, re
searched the record of Tony Napoles, a pitcher for Peeks.
kill 1 1946, Why? “Involvement,” Pardon said. “"Nopoles
was poing, for an unbeaten scason-he ended up 22-0=-and
while feading those papers, | felt 'was in the park rooting
forhum.” Individual research reports delivered ot the con.
venlion were tndicative of what SABR s all abaut When
vou have an expert addressing his peers, you gel reports
like these: Ray Werfelmana, on Cuban baseball develop.
ment in the 9th century. John Holway on the utterly im-
plausible cannections between astrological sipns and par
teular kinds of baseball performance, Renwick Speers on
wartime basebali-better than it's made out to be, Fd
Doyle on.Al Simmons. “The Underrated Hall of Famer

Saturdav mght's banguer was the social peak of the don.
vention, and supphed some spelibinding recollections by
four sturs of black busceball: Sy Morton, Buddy Burbage,
Gene Benson and Jeep McClain, Another guest on the dans,
with a stranpe story of réverse integration was John Crays,
whose novel “Chappie Johnson's Colored All Stars™ s
hased on his experience in the 19305 as o white Lirst base
man (with'shoe polish on hes face) barnstormang along the
Canaghan hine with a black team.

SABR 10 was nonstop baseball for three duys but, in l?"*ll
the I'nz-l seacon. noone went home feeling he had enough
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