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SABR held its first-ever convention in Atlanta, 
GA, and our hosts, the Magnolia Chapter, gave 480+ 
conventioneers a true taste of Southern hospitality. 
Things got started on August 4th with tours of Turner 
Field, meetings of the chapter and research committee 
chairs, and an ice cream social for first-time convention 
attendees. SABR also announced that it had hired Marc 
Appleman as its Executive Director and introduced 
him to the general membership on August 5 at the 
annual business meeting, where he was given a warm 
welcome.

In addition to the usual array of business reports 
during the annual business meeting, outgoing 
Executive Director John Zajc shared his thoughts on 
his 20 years at SABR in a report that was both humorous 
and touching. The standing ovation he received at the 
conclusion of his address made it clear that SABR’s 
membership appreciates all he has done for the 
organization.  (For a photo tribute to John and his time 
with SABR, please see page 15.) 

In addition to the full day’s worth of research 
presentations and committee meetings, Thursday 
afternoon saw the first of two special presentations 
on the Ballparks of the Southern Association. These 
group presentations on the history and evolution of 
the Southern Association’s classic ballparks were 
presented by David Brewer (Rickwood Field), 
Clarence Watkins (Russwood Field), and Derby 
Gisclair (Pelican Stadium) on Thursday, and by Paul 
Crater (Ponce DeLeon), Skip Nipper (Sulphur Dell) 
and Dan Creed (Engel Stadium) on Friday. A small 
group of attendees took off in the early afternoon to 
visit the Ty Cobb Museum and gravesite in Royston, 
GA. 

Other highlights from Thursday included a 
presentation by Jeff Freedman of FSPR on the making 
of the film Moneyball, which is currently in production., 
and a screening of the documentary Signs of the Time
(Crystal Pix, 2009), which examines the legends and 
myths behind the development of umpires’ hand 
signals. Producer Ray Manard and Director Don 
Casper were on hand to discuss the film. In addition, 
members Dorothy Seymour Mills, Christina Kahrl, 
and Cecilia Tan had a book reading/signing at Charis 
Books in Atlanta’s Little Five Points District. 

The Braves Worst-to-First Players Panel on Friday 
morning was undoubtedly one of the highlights of 
the convention. Former Braves play-by-play man (and 

Marc Appleman, SABR’s new 
Executive Director, started his 
tenure at SABR 40 in Atlanta, 
where he had the opportunity 
to meet with the board of 
directors, to chat with members 
from across the country, and to 
take in a sampling of the huge 
range of research done by 
SABR members.    “Attending 
the SABR convention in Atlanta 
was a great way to start the job,” 
he says. “Everyone made me 
feel welcome, and I enjoyed 
meeting so many passionate 
and interesting baseball fans. I’m looking forward to 
working with members and the staff to build the SABR 
brand and enhance the membership experience.”

Appleman is spending his first weeks in the 
office learning about the organization and talking 
with staff about their jobs. He formally took over 
as Executive Director on September 30. However, 
outgoing Executive Director John Zajc will continue to 
be available for several months as Special Assistant to 
the Executive Director. Appleman has set a number of 
short- and long-term goals for SABR:

• Relaunching the SABR website with a new look 
and feel, easy-to-use membership tools, a strong 
community, timely content, and the ability to feature 
valuable research from SABR members.

• Work closely with the membership on both the 
chapter and national level.

continued on page 4

continued on page 13

SABR 40: Sweet as a Peach SABR Hires Marc Appleman as 

Executive Director

Marc Appleman, 
SABR’s new 
Executive Director
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The Pres Box

by President Andy McCue

On Friday, August 6, at the convention, I ran into Fredi Gonzalez, recently fired as Florida Marlins manager. 
Gonzalez had just listened to a presentation by Patrick Kilgo on players’ attempts to break slumps and was 
waiting for Eric Van’s research on hitting with runners in scoring position.

Gonzalez, rumored to be the likely successor to Bobby Cox with the Braves, told me he was looking for 
ideas. Well, I thought, this is the place to find them.

One of the constants of 20 some years of attending conventions is the good ideas I hear. Some are about 
baseball, such as I hear from Peter Morris or Mark Pankin or Dave Smith. But many are about SABR—how 
it should be run and what it should be doing.

Bob McConnell suggests we compile a definitive list of all the library and archival holdings of the small 
baseball and sporting papers that sprang up for a few months or years before 1920.

Gary Gillette suggests we start doing oral history interviews with all the founders and stalwarts of SABR 
as the first step towards an organizational history.

Several people suggest documents that should be digitized and placed on the SABR website.
Everybody, it seems, has suggestions on how to improve the website.
Others want such and such a feature added to the Baseball Index, or such and such material added to the 

BioProject page.
SABR has never, in my experience, lacked excellent ideas.
It has often lacked the institutional wherewithal to implement them.
And thus the presidential homily for this quarter.
Some of these ideas could be brought to fruition with money, and some of them, especially those related to 

the website, will be. Our donors have been generous in the past and, I’m sure, will be in the future. They allow 
us to stretch our budget for things such as access to The Sporting News online and our cooperative project with 
the Hall of Fame and LA84 to digitize Sporting Life.

But more of these ideas could be implemented by turning to SABR’s traditional source of dynamism—our  
volunteers.

We are an organization of volunteers. We have a staff in Cleveland that administers the organization, 
produces our publications and runs our website. They do not do research. Nor do they lay the building blocks 
of research. Those things are done by volunteers. At the Seattle convention a few years ago, there was a 
question of what wouldn’t have happened if SABR hadn’t been founded. The answer was a pile of research and 
a larger pile of research tools.

Over 40 years, SABR members have created or improved the Retrosheet database, the Home Run Log, 
the Who Signed Whom database, BioProject, the Baseball Index, the ProtoBall research, the Negro Leagues 
Encyclopedia, Green Cathedrals, and the basic major and minor league statistical databases that drive sites 
such as Baseball-reference.com. I’m sure the leader of some project I’ve forgotten is already composing a 
“you-forgot-us” posting for SABR-L.

Overwhelmingly, these reference tools, whether remembered or overlooked by me, were done by 
volunteers.

So when I hear fresh ideas every year, I look for the volunteers to turn these ideas into useful research tools 
or interesting articles.

Volunteer work for SABR doesn’t necessarily have to involve research. We have many projects that benefit 
the organization. Early next year, we’ll have our second SABR Day in America. You could help alert some of our 
less involved members or let local media know about the event. Your local chapter can always use volunteers 
for regional meetings.

There are projects that you can easily tailor to the hours and times of day you do have. There’s plenty 
of typing and double-checking to benefit projects such as Retrosheet, the Baseball Index, and the minor 
league section of SABRPedia. Most of this can be done at 10 p.m. on Tuesdays (maybe with SportsCenter on 
in the background). I’m sure Peter Garver in our Cleveland office can point you to useful work improving the 
SABRPedia. If you have programming or other computer skills, Peter can probably also find you useful work.

When Bob Davids founded SABR almost forty years ago, his primary goal was to create an outlet for 
baseball research that wasn’t getting out to the public. But in pulling together 15 other like-minded people, he 
was creating a group that could rely on each other for help tracking down information and making it available. 
That was the start of the volunteerism that has formed so much of SABR’s history, and in which I urge you to 
participate.
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Committee Newsletter Roundup 

Women in Baseball
Summer 2010
The newsletter notes an effort to collect the names of 
women working in baseball operations and includes 
a preliminary list of women working in baseball 
operations. The Linedrives & Lipstick exhibit in 
Cleveland and the Girls International Baseball 
Academy are also noted.  Other features include news 
on players Chelsea Baker and Eri Yoshida, research 
requests, recent articles, a selected bibliography, and 
new books by Stephanie Liscio, Martha Ackerman, 
and Audrey Vernick. Bill Dougherty contributes this 
issue’s Favorite Player feature.

Biographical Research  
July/August 2010
Peter Morris wins the Find of the Month award for 
finding Jack Snyder, who caught for Brooklyn in 1917 
and caught one game for Buffalo in the Federal League 
in 1914. Other “found” players include Cooney Snyder, 
who caught for Louisville in 1891; Dan Phelan, who 
played for Louisville in 1890; Fred Smith who pitched 
for Toledo in 1890; Ed Springer, a one-game pitcher 
for Louisville in 1889; Walter Terry, who played for 
Washington in 1875; and William Hughes, who played 
for Washington in 1884 and Philadelphia in 1885. The 
latter three players were also found by Peter Morris. 
The Mystery of the Month is the misidentified George 
Meister, who played 34 games for Toledo in 1884.

Originals (Origins) 
September 2010
Among the discoveries listed in this issue of the 
newsletter , John Thorn offers a 1653 quotation from 
a history of New Amsterdam that includes “Ball” as 
one of many activities prohibited on the Sabbath and 
Richard Hershberger contributres an 1831 item that 
lists “base” among the entertainments enjoyed in 
Massachusetts on Election Day. Among the items from 
Tom Altherr’s notebook is a 1797 letter from Rev. 
Joseph Buckminster to his son, Joseph S. Buckminster, 
urging him to include ball playing in his exercises at 
Harvard and an 1844 diary entry from Rutherford B. 
Hayes about ball playing as a student.

Originals (Origins) 
August 2010
The newsletter lists information about the committee 
meeting at SABR 40. Among the inquiries, Noel Fliss 
requested clarification of the bound rule and John 
Zinn asked about sartorial standards for scorers. 
Among discoveries, Richard Hershberger sent a 
new-found 1997 description of “old baseball” with 
several interesting points, such as two-bound outs and 
180-degree fair territory. Tom Altherr’s notebook 
includes baseball-type games at the Lawrenceville 
School, 1849-1854 and more Philadelphia town ball.

Originals (Origins) 
July 2010
Members of the Origins Committee used the 19cBB 
Yahoo group during June 2010 to discuss a number of 
topics. Among the inquiries, Priscilla Astifan asked for 
information about a book said to have reminiscences 
by early players and Richard Hershberger asked 
about the umpire of a non-New York rules game of 1855. 

Among discoveries, Jerry Kuntz posted newspaper 
items announcing the April 1856 founding of the first 
baseball club in Rockland County.  Among other items, 
Tom Altherr sent in an item on Abraham Lincoln and 
baseball-type games before the presidency.

Current Baseball Publications 
(Bibliography) 
Summer 2010
The newsletter lists all current baseball-related 
publications published during the past quarter. 
Categories include anthologies, biographies/
autobiographies, fiction and poetry, history and 
general works, hobby, humor and trivia, instructional/
fitness, juvenile works, reference, periodicals, movies/
videos, and selected journal/magazine articles.

Baseball Card
Summer 2010
This inaugural committee newsletter includes an 
interview with Dave Jamieson, author of Mint Condition: 
How Baseball Cards Became an American Obsession; a 
profile of committee member Bill Nowlin; the results 
of a member survey to determine first projects; a 
welcome from co-chair Michael Eisner; and two 
items about a rare Stephen Strasburg rookie card up 
for online auction.

Nineteenth Century Notes (19th 
Century)
Summer 2010
Bob Tholkes provides a recap of the 2nd annual Ivor-
Campbell Conference, which was held in Cooperstown 
in April. Peter Mancuso provides an overview and 
updates. Terry Gottschall writes about down-home 
baseball in Walla Walla, Washington in 1889. Trent 
McCotter supplies a list of 19th century American 
Association hitting streaks. John Delahanty shares 
a piece from the Boston Daily Advertiser on whether 
curve balls really curve. Ed Heckenfluss writes about 
baseball-related stamps. The editor also includes 
a lengthy section on assorted research needs and 
notes.

Nineteenth Century Notes (19th 
Century)
Fall 2010
Joe Williams writes about Deacon White, the 2010 
Overlooked 19th Century Base Ball Legend. Chair 
Peter Mancuso provides a recap of the committee 
meeting at SABR 40 as well as information about the 
expansion of the Fred Ivor-Campbell 19th Century 
Base Ball Conference. Bill Felber gives an update 
on the Great Games Project, while Larry McCray 
provides a note from the Baseball Origins Committee. 
Jonathan Stilwell offers an analysis of pre-modern 
pitchers. Also included are research notes and news.

Records
August 2010
The newsletter includes several notes on the then-
upcoming committee meeting at SABR 40. Bob Buege 
found an extra game played for George Halas, who 

continued on page 11
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SABR member) Pete Van Wieren assembled an all-star 
panel that included current Braves manager Bobby 
Cox, Hall of Famer Phil Niekro, and former players Mark 
Lemke and Ron Gant. With Van Wieren as moderator, 
the five talked about the Braves journey from doormat 
to dominance, telling stories that kept the packed 
audience in stitches and taking numerous questions. 
No SABR convention would be complete without a ball 
game or two. On Friday night, busloads of attendees 
headed to Turner Field to see Tom Glavine inducted 
into the Braves Hall of Fame and watch the Braves take 
on the visiting San Francisco Giants. Even though rain 
delayed the start of the induction and game by nearly 
two hours, most members just said that it gave them 
more time to talk baseball.

Saturday saw two presentations, the awards 
luncheon, and a trip to Greenville, SC, to visit the Joe 
Jackson Museum and take in a game between the 
Greenville Drive and Rome Braves. The day started 
off with a spectacular panel on Joe Jackson and the 
Black Sox Scandal. Moderated by Black Sox Scandal 
Committee vice-chair Jacob Pomrenke, the panel 
featured retired Atlanta journalism legend Furman 
Bisher, whose 1949 interview with Joe Jackson is only 
interview Jackson ever gave after his expulsion from 
baseball, as well as David Fleitz, author of Shoeless: 
The Life and Times of Joe Jackson (McFarland, 2001); 
Mike Nola, webmaster for Joe Jackson’s Virtual Hall of 
Fame; and Daniel Voelker and Paul Duffy, co-authors 
of the influential article “It Ain’t So, Kid, It Just Ain’t 
So,” which appeared in the Septmeber 2009 edition of 
Chicago Lawyer magazine.

The Awards Luncheon featured Braves President 
John Schuerholz as the keynote speaker. Schuerholz 
gave a memorable speech that touched on all that he’s 
learned in his many  years in the game. The awards 
presented during the luncheon included the Lee Allen 
Award, the Roland Hemond Award, the Sporting News-
SABR Baseball Research Awards, the McFarland-SABR 
Baseball Research Awards, the Chadwick Awards, and 
the Bob Davids Award. The historical aspect of the 
morning panel was balanced by the afternoon panel on 
New Technologies and Baseball. Moderated by Physics 
professor Alan Nathan, the discussion looked at the 
latest developments in Sportsvision’s PITCHf/x, HITf/x, 

and FIELDf/x and TrackMan’s radar technology used 
to measure ball flight. Panelists included Dave Allen, 
staff writer for Fangraphs and Baseball Analysis; Josh 
Kalk, Baseball Operations Analyst for the Tampa Bay 
Rays; Greg Moore, marketing head for Sportsvision’s 
baseball products; and Rob Ristagno, Director of 
Business Development for TrackMan. Saturday 
ended with a performance by Norm Coleman of his 
acclaimed one-man show on Ty Cobb.

The final day of the convention featured a panel on 
the “trials and tribulations” of the research process. 
Magnolia Chapter member and Yoseloff grantee 
Ken Fenster moderated a panel of Seymour Medal 
recipients that included Dorothy Seymour Mills 
(inaugural Seymour Medal); David Black (Baseball 
Before We Knew It, Seymour Medal for 2006); and Tom 
Swift (Chief Bender’s Burden, Seymour Medal for 2008). 
In addition, two busloads of attendees took a daytrip to 
Rickwood Field in Birmingham, AL, where they were 
given the opportunity to go out on the historic field.

For the first time this year, SABR offered live 
streaming of select events, such as the 19th Century 
Committee Meeting, during which they revealed the 
name of the Overlooked 19th Century Base Ball Player 
for 2010 as voted by committee members (the winner 
was Deacon White), as well as several presentations. 
We enjoyed being able to share more of the convention 
this year with those who couldn’t attend. The SABR 
convention was also covered by a number of sources. 
Read recaps and personal experiences through some 
of the following links.

The Atlanta Journal Constitution
David Laurila of Baseball Prospectus interviewed 

board member and presenter Vince Gennaro
Aaron Gleeman recapped the New Technologies 

in Baseball panel in his column on NBC’s Hardball 
Talk

Writer Cecilia Tan worked overtime, posting daily 
recaps on her “Why I Like Baseball” blog

Braves blogger Kris Willis covered the convention 
for Tomahawk Take

Chris Jaffe tells you 10 Things I Didn’t Know Before 
SABR 40 at The Hardball Times

Seamheads.com at SABR40

Left: Braves Player Panel, from left, Phil 
Niekro, Mark Lemke, Pete Van Wieren, 
Bobby Cox, and Ron Gant

SABR 40, continued from page 1

For more convention photos, 
download the 

Fall 2010 Bulletin 
as a PDF from:

http://sabr.org/2010-fall-
bulletin
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Save the Date:
SABR 41 is 

July 6-10, 2011,
in Long Beach, CA

See you there!

Tokyo, Japan
Chapter:  Tokyo
When:   July 17, 2010
Where:   Restaurant “Amico Mio”, Tokyo, Japan
Presentations: Isao Chiba spoke about his nostalgia  
  for the discontinued Sporting News  
  Baseball Guide; Ryu Ueda spoke  
  about another standard for   
  total sluggers: 100 RBIs, 200 hits with  
  .300 average 
Attendance:  16
 

Burlington, VT
Chapter: Gardner-Waterman
When:   August 21, 2010
Activities: Screening of The Tenth Inning at   
  Vermont Public Television; Vermont  
  Lake Monsters-Brooklyn Cyclones  
  game, including pregame meeting  
  with Cyclone hitting coach Benny  
  DiStefano and player Darrell   
  Ceciliani
Presentations: Tom Simon, 1893 University of   
  Vermont base ball team and   
  first-ever College World Series; Dick  
  Leyden, Dana Sprague’s find of a  
  composite photo of the 1904 Rutland  
  team from the first Northern League
Guest:   Steve Steinberg,1921 season and  
  the first Subway Series and bio of  
  John Picus Quinn.
Attendance: 16

Houston, TX
Chapter: Larry Dierker
When:   September 21, 2010
Guest:  Scipio Spinks, scout for Houston  
  Astros. Spinks related stories   
  of his minor league days (he   
  struck out 20 in his first professional  
  game in N. Dakota but didn’t make  
  the final cut in spring training (Bob  
  Watson did) and what he looks for in  
  a prospect.
Presentations: Chris Chestnut,“One-Time Winners  
  of Twenty Games;” Bob Dorrill,   
  review of SABR 40
Trivia:   Prepared by Matt and Dick   
  Rejmaniak; won by Mike   

 McCroskey and Tom White

Chapter News
Baltimore, MD
Chapter:  Bob Davids Chapter
When:   July 17, 2010
Where:   Babe Ruth Birthplace and Museum  
  and Camden Yards/Sports Legends  
  Museum
Speakers:  Michael Gibbons, Executive Director  
  of the Babe Ruth Museum; Matthew  
  Van Hoose, the organist for the   
  Washington Nationals;  former   
  Orioles  pitcher Rick Krivda 
Activities:  Orioles-Blue Jays game

Richmond, VA
Chapter:   Bob Davids
When:   September 4, 2010
Where:   The Diamond
Speakers:   General Manager Bill Papierniak,  
  Stadium Announcer Jimmy Barrett,  
  and Radio Announcer Jon Laaser of  
  the Richmond Flying Squirrels.  
Activities:  Flying Squirrels-Bowie BaySox game

Columbus, OH
Chapter: Columbus
When:  July 10, 2010
Where:   Westerville Public Library 
Activities: Introductions, planned meeting   
  schedule
Attendance: 15

San Diego, CA
Chapter:  Ted Williams
When:   June 19, 2010 
Where:   La Jolla/Riford ( San Diego ) Public  
  Library
Guest:   Major league umpire Phil Cuzzi   
  spoke about his road to the major  
  leagues. Andy Strasberg introduced  
  Phil with the story of their meeting  
  during the 1979 All-Star Game. Cuzzi  
  explained in detail his career path,  
  which included New Jersey   
  school teacher, four times in   
  umpire  school, released after he  
  rose to AAA, working spring training  
  games, and being a “fill-in vacation”  
  umpire in the majors. 
Attendance:  30

Member Andy Strasburg, SABR President Andy McCue, and guest speaker Phil 
Cuzzi, MLB umpire, at the Ted Williams Chapter meeting in San Diego.
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Bob Davids Award
Mark Rucker (Peachland, British Columbia) was 

named the 2010 winner of the Bob Davids Avenue. 
This award honors members whose contributions 
to SABR and baseball reflect the ingenuity, integrity, 
and self-sacrifice of SABR founder and past president, 
L. Robert “Bob” Davids. Voluntary activities in the 
area of administration and research are among those 
contributions considered.

The citation for Rucker reads:

This year’s recipient of SABR’s highest award is 
one of our more venerable and celebrated members, 
with many publication and film credits, multiple 
collaborations with notable figures, and an unequaled 
position in his field—one which he may be said to 
have created, that of picture archivist of our national 
pastime. But this year’s Bob Davids Award winner may 
be said to have made his mark upon SABR long before 
he collaborated with Larry Ritter, or David Nemec, or 
Peter Bjarkman, or Ken Burns. The 2010 winner of the 
award, as you may well have guessed, is Mark Rucker.

With John Thorn, another of his frequent collaborators, 
he created a pictorial section on oldtime baseball for 
the debut issue of The National Pastime back in 1982. 
Inspired by that foray into the nineteenth century game, 
the pair went on, in 1983, to establish with SABR’s 
blessing the nineteenth century research committee, 
which continues as one of the organization’s largest 
and most active. In 1984 they created the first of several 
special pictorial issues of The National Pastime. Some 
of these Mark Rucker created with other text editors, 
including the issue devoted to the Golden Age of 
Baseball and another on the game’s lighthearted 
imagery. His paintings have graced the covers of SABR 
publications and have been sold in galleries worldwide.

Mark has written and compiled several 
notable books on his own, but collaboration 
has been his preferred modus operandi, and 
everyone who has worked with him knows 
why. Whether within SABR or in the larger 
world of publishing, Mark is committed to 
making each project to which he lends a 
hand the best that it can be, disregarding 
matters of time and personal cost. In the 
spirit of SABR’s founder, Mark has willingly 
taken a back seat in the credits just as long as 
he can be associated with great team work.

Mark’s photo service and repository, 
originally called Transcendental Graphics 
and now The Rucker Archive, is a familiar 
image credit to all those who read baseball 
books. He was the pictorial consultant to Ken 
Burns’s Baseball, which first aired on PBS in 
1994, and lent many of his personal treasures 

to that effort, in film and in print. He collaborated notably 
with Bjarkman on “Smoke,” with Nemec on “The Beer and 
Whiskey League,” and to universal critical acclaim with 
Ritter on “The Babe: A Life in Pictures.” In recent years 
his archival interests have broadened from baseball to 
circus, the Old West, and the stage. But he is typecast 
forevermore as baseball’s greatest image expert.

His website declares “The name Mark Rucker is 
synonymous with pictures.” But for three decades it 
has also been synonymous with SABR, and all of its 
members, past and present, have been enriched by that 
association. Please welcome, as the 2010 recipient of the 
Bob Davids Award, Mark Rucker.

Presentation Awards
Ross Davies of Arlington, VA, won the Doug 

Pappas Award for the best oral research presentation 
and J.P. Caillault of Winterville, GA,won the Sports 
Weekly Prize for best poster presentation. Davies’ 
presentation, “Chinese-US Baseball Diplomacy before 
the Great War,” looks at an unexpected connection 
between baseball and other aspects of life. A Chinese 
boy came to the United States in the 19th century and 
learned to play baseball. Davies is a professor of law at 
George Mason University and editor in chief of Green 
Bag, An Entertaining Journal of Law (greenbag.org).

J.P. Caillault’s presentation was titled “The Best vs. 
the Best: W-L Records of Hall of Fame Pitchers against 
Each Other.” In the poster presentation, Caillault 
presents career won-loss totals for every pitcher in 
the Hall of Fame in head-to-head match-ups against 
other pitchers in the HoF. Caillault is a professor 
of astronomy at the University of Georgia, where 
he also teaches classes on the physics of baseball, 
the history of the major leagues, and sabermetrics.
The judges also listed four presentations as honorable 
mentions. They are:

Awards Recipients Shine at SABR 40

A portion of J.P. Caillault’s award-winning poster presentation.
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In Memoriam
Cliff Kachline, 88, of Big Canoe, GA, Lexington, IL, and Cooperstown, NY, died on June 28. 
In addition to being one of SABR's founding members, he was the former historian for the National Baseball 

Hall of Fame and Museum in Cooperstown, NY, the job from which he retired. During his long career, he was 
also the Public Relations Director for the North American Soccer League, Associate Editor of The Sporting 
News, past president of the St. Louis Chapter of the Baseball Writers Association of America (BBWAA), and a 
Paul Harris Fellow in Rotary. He also served as SABR's first Executive Director (1983-85). 

Clifford was known as a kind, gentle man with a passion for details. He was a loving husband, father, 
grandfather, and brother and a hero to his great-granddaughters. A lover of classical and early American 
music, he and his wife were members of the Voices of Cooperstown and the Catskill Choral Society. He gave 
loyal and caring support to his neighbors and his longtime friends across many communities. He was an 
active, enthusiastic, and well-respected ambassador for baseball and for the many organizations to which he 
belonged. He will be missed by many.

David Selman, 60, of Kingston, Ontario, passed away on May 23rd.  He first joined SABR in 1987.

Ronald 'Ron' Menchine, 76, of Glen Arm, MD, died on September 10. A broadcaster, collector of baseball 
memorabilia and cards, and the author of A Picture Postcard History of Baseball, Menchine was the broadcaster 
for the Washington Senators from 1969-1971. Perhaps his most memorable broadcast came at RFK Stadium on 
Sept. 30, 1971, when he called the final Senators game on radio station WWDC-1260. He had a second career 
as an actor in several films and TV serials, including All the President’s Men and The Seduction of Joe Tynan.

Al Wessbecher, 83, of Sagamore Hills, OH, passed away on September 20. A SABR member since 1982, he 
was part of the Baseball Records and Statistical Analysis Committees. 

• Rob Fitts, ”Babe Ruth, Eiji Sawamura, and War”
• Michael Hupert, “Earning Like a Woman: The 
Gender Gap in Professional Baseballl 1944-1954” 
• Alan Nathan, ”Revisiting Mantle’s Griffith Stadium 
Home Run
• Mark Stang, ”The Barnum of the Bushes: The Life 
and Times of Chattanooga’s Joe Engel

The Doug Pappas Research Award recognizes 
the best oral research presentation at the annual 
convention. Before 2004 it was known as The USA 
Today Sports Weekly Award; the name was changed to 
honor the late Doug Pappas. USA Today Sports Weekly 
continues to sponsor both it and the companion award 
for the best poster presentation. The oral presentation 
award includes a $250 cash prize with a matching 
amount donated to SABR, while the post presentation 
award includes a $125 cash prize with a matching 
donation to SABR.

US or Cdn funds, check or money order. Please add $20 
for fi rst year/$10 each additional year for insured UPS. All 
orders shipped from US. Order by phone, mail or email.

1946, ‘49, ‘56, ‘61... $600 ea
1947, ‘48, ‘51............ 750 ea
1950, ‘52, ‘53.............450 ea
1954, ‘55, ‘57.............400 ea

DISCOUNTS:
2 years (10%)
3 years (15%)
5 years (20%)
10 years (25%).

1958, ‘59, ‘62, ‘64....$300 ea
1960.......................... 350 ea
1963, ‘65................... 250 ea
1966, ‘67, ‘68, ‘69...... 200 ea

SPORTING NEWS FOR SALE (1946-1969) 
COMPLETE YEARS IN MINT CONDITION 

Robert Crestohl
4732 Circle Road
Montreal, Quebec
Canada, H3W1Z1 
Phone: 514-481-2830
crest@videotron.ca

R. PLAPINGER BASEBALL BOOKS
Buying and selling used, rare and out-of-print
books about baseball since 1986

Thank you,
R. Plapinger Baseball Books
PO Box 1062, Ashland, OR
baseballbooks@opendoor.com

E-mail for free PDF of our 60+ page catalog.
If there are specific books (or related memorabilia and ephemera) you’re
looking for OR if you have baseball books, publications and/or other
“paper” for sale (NO CARDS PLEASE) – please let me know.
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Adams, Mike   Naperville, IL  Ballparks, Stats, Science & Baseball, Black Sox
Ago, Shinji   Komaeshi, Tokyo, Japan
Appleman, Marc   Cleveland, OH 
Arroyo, Christopher  Providence, RI 
Bankoff, Alex   Ithaca, NY 
Basco, Dan   Cleveland, OH
Baughman, Pete   Columbia, CT  Ballparks, Records, Pictorial History, Baseball Card
Beal, Dave   Roseville, MN  Ballparks, Records, Biz of Baseball, Statistical Analysis
Beisner, John   Linden, VA 
Berry, Michael   Culver City, CA
Blair, Shannon   Denver, CO 
Bradbury, JC K  Kennesaw, GA
Brady, Shane   Kearney, MO  Ballparks, Records, Negro Leagues, Science & Baseball
Brobst, Bob   San Diego, CA
Burdett, Rex   River Forest, IL 
Burdick, Allan   Minneapolis, MN
Bush, E Philip   Dallas, TX  Biographical Research, Oral History, Pictorial History, BioProject
Callori, Richard   East Stroudsburg, PA Origins, Bibliography, Biographical Research, Baseball & the Arts,  
      Pictorial History, Baseball Card
Cary, Christopher   North Hollywood, CA
Chen, Alan   Denver, CO      Statistical Analysis
Chmel, Valentine   Emeryville, CA   Records
Cohn, Sam   Burlingame, CA  Biz of Baseball, Scouts, Statistical Analysis
Collin, Ben    Grand Forks, ND     Ballparks, Records, Stats, Science & Baseball, Baseball Card
Compernolle, Michael  Wilmette, IL      Ballparks, Records, Biz of Baseball, Baseball & the Arts,   
      Scouts, Stats, Baseball Card
Considine, James  Timonium, MD  All areas
Cox, Bobby   Marietta, GA 
Cunningham, Raymond  Wallkill, NY  Bibliography, Biographical Research, Statistical Analysis
Cynkin, Thomas   Arlington, VA  Records, Stats, Umpires, Asian Baseball, Science & Baseball,   
      Baseball Card
Dawson, Doug   La Jolla, CA 
Desatnick, Jack   Chillicothe, IL  Biographical Research, Black Sox
Dickson, Marcus   Farmington, MI  Origins, 19th Century
Difatte, Nicholas   Arlington, VA
Dittelman, Michael  White Plains, NY  All areas
Dodge, Michael   Grand Rapids, MI
Dragoo, Josh   Mount Sterling, KY  Records, Biographical Research, Pictorial History, Stats, Umpires,  
      BioProject, Baseball Card
Dubill, Mary   Alexandria, VA
Dubill, Robert   Alexandria, VA
Dunbar, Jim   Corinth, NY
Evans, Rita    San Francisco, CA
Fine, Abe   Ann Arbor, MI 
Fisher, Bill   Eugene, OR  Bibliography, Biz of Baseball, Baseball & the Arts, Science & Baseball
Fogel, Nick   Denver, CO 
Franke, Jerry   Voorhees, NJ  Ballparks, Baseball & the Arts, Stats, Science & Baseball
Freedman, Jeff   Los Angeles, CA  Biz of Baseball, Baseball & the Arts
Fried, Joel   Somerville, MA      Records, Biz of Baseball, Stats, Baseball Card
Gant, Ron   Atlanta, GA 
Garland, Frank   Erie, PA
Gelbard, Heather   Miami, FL  Biz of Baseball, Collegiate Baseball, Scouts, Stats, Science & Baseball
Giles, Brian   Gainesville, FL
Goldberg, Jay   New York, NY      Biz of Baseball, Baseball & the Arts
Gonzalez, Andre   Commerce City, CO All areas 
Gonzalez, Fredi   Marietta, GA  Records, Latino Baseball, Stats, Umpires, Science & Baseball
Graubart, Norman  Atlanta, GA
Halbouty, Joseph   Grapevine, TX      Stats, Umpires
Hamon, Suzy   Saint Louis, MO
Holloway, Jeff   Mississauga, ON, 

SABR would like to welcome recent new members. They are listed below with their cities and general areas 
of interest. Please give these new members a warm welcome and help them make the most of their membership 
by giving them the opportunity to get involved in their local chapter or a research committee or two.  (We strive 
to make this list as complete as possible; any omissions were not intentional.) Any member can visit http://
members.sabr.org to use the SABR membership directory.
New members from 6/17/2010-9/16/2010

New Members Page

NAME  CITY   INTERESTS 
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NAME  CITY   INTERESTS 
Huntington, Nick   Newton, MA  Statistical Analysis
Hutson, Steve   El Cerrito, CA  Bibliography, Biographical Research, Stats, Science & Baseball
Hylinski, Bee   Alamo, CA  All areas
Inohiza, Takeyuki   Tokyo, Japan  Science & Baseball
Izumi, Grace   Los Angeles, CA
Kanei, Andrew   Mililani, HI
Karalis, Gregory   Monroe Township, NJ Ballparks, Origins, Records, Negro Leagues, Women in Baseball, 
Baseball Card
Kelly, Paul   Chevy Chase, MD  Bibliography, Biographical Research, Deadball Era, 19th Century,  
      Science & Baseball
Kerry, Mike   Oconomowoc, WI  Ballparks
Kirson, Steven   Atlanta, GA
Kloesel, Kevin   Norman, OK  Collegiate Baseball, Science & Baseball
Knox, David   Pinson, AL  Scouts
Krauss, Susan   Alameda, CA  All areas
Lambacher, Stephen  Chofu, Japan  
Lawson, Lowell   Canton, GA  19th Century
Leach, Justin   Austin, TX  Ballparks, Origins, Records, Biographical Research, Business of  
      Baseball, Stats, Science & Baseball
Leeke, Jim   Morgantown, WV  Deadball Era (1901-19), BioProject
Lemke, Mark   Atlanta, GA 
Lilley, Andrew   Oakland, NJ  Ballparks, Bibliography, Biographical Research, Baseball & the Arts,  
      19th Century, Oral History, Pictorial History, BioProject
Lovelace, Robert   Austin, TX  Ballparks, Biz of Baseball, Collegiate Baseball, Baseball &   
      the Arts, Pictorial History, Science & Baseball
Malloy, Sandy   Oakland, CA  Science & Baseball
Maltese, Michael   Cambridge, MA      Deadball Era (1901-19), Negro Leagues, Pictorial History, Baseball  
      Card
Marion, Anthony   N. Canton, OH  All areas
Matlock, John   Elizabethtown, PA     Deadball Era (1901-19), Minors Negro Leagues, Asian Baseball
McDonald, Brian    Alameda, CA  All areas
McGrath, Richard  Carmel, CA      Ballparks, Records, Biz of Baseball, Stats, Umpires
McKenzie, Margaret  Lake Worth, FL  Biographical Research, Biz of Baseball, Women in Baseball
Meadows, James   Three Rivers, MI  Origins, 19th Century
Meister, Sam   Springfi eld, IL  Ballparks, Deadball Era (1901-19), Negro Leagues, Black Sox
Meredith, Li-An   El Cajon, CA      Biz of Baseball, Collegiate Baseball, Negro Leagues, Spring Training
Milazzo, Anthony   Palm City, FL
Milazzo, Chris   Palm City, FL
Monastra, Carl   Shaker Heights, OH     Records, Biz of Baseball, Umpires, Women in Baseball
Mueller, Aaron   Glen Carbon, IL     Ballparks, Minors Scouts, Statistical Analysis
Muggleton, Neil   London, UK   Bibliography, Biz of Baseball, Baseball & the Arts, Pictorial History,  
      Stats, Asian Baseball, Science & Baseball
Niekro, Phil   Flowery Branch, GA 
Pachella, Robert   Ann Arbor, MI  Ballparks, Records, Stats, Science & Baseball
Pappas, Edward   Rochester Hills, MI Records, Baseball & the Arts, Umpires, Black Sox
Parietti, Irene    Basking Ridge, NJ  Biz of Baseball, Collegiate Baseball, Statistical Analysis
Parsons, Ken   Arlington, VA  Records, Biographical Research, Baseball & the Arts, Negro   
      Leagues, Pictorial History, Stats, Baseball Card
Peach, Ronnie   Utica, KY
Persinger, Craig   Marion, IN  Ballparks, Records, Deadball Era (1901-19), 19th Century, Oral  
      History, Statistical Analysis
Pier, Kin  N   Richland Hills, TX  Ballparks, Bibliography, Biographical Research, Minors Baseball Card
Piland, Paul   Atlanta, GA  Ballparks, Origins, Records, Biographical Research, Minor Leagues
Porter, Christopher  Southbury, CT      Ballparks, Records, Statistical Analysis
Price, Charles   Keller, TX  All areas
Rafferty, Brad   Chicago, IL  Records, Biz of Baseball, Collegiate Baseball, Minors Scouts,   
      Stats, BioProject, Science & Baseball, Black Sox
Ross, PJ    Bellevue, WA 
Russell, Scott   North Attleboro, MA
Sachs, David   Seymour, WI 
Salvner, Joshua  Ann Arbor, MI  All areas
Satterly, Jim   DeLand, FL
Schuerholz, John   Atlanta, GA 
Seegers, Mark   Houston, TX  Ballparks, Biz of Baseball
Shea, John   Downey, CA
Sheldall, Gordon   Northridge, CA  All areas
Silverman, Steven  West Chester, PA
Smolders, Michael  Misssissauga, ON  Ballparks, Records, Biographical Research

continued on page 17
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Member Profi le

Gary Mitchem
Member since 2000

If you’ve read one of the dozens of baseball 
books published by McFarland & Company over the 
past several years, you have Gary Mitchem to thank. 
As Acquisitions Editor for McFarland, he’s found 
his professional niche working with authors and 
developing book ideas and manuscripts.

Mitchem started at McFarland as an editorial 
assistant after leaving the graduate program in English 
at Appalachian State University.  He learned about and 
joined SABR soon after. 

He knew he had found the right job almost 
immediately: “I think a lot of young editors wait for 
that moment when someone comes running up the 
steps and demands that you leave because you’re a 
fraud and you don’t belong. When I found out that a lot 
of what I was going to be doing involved baseball—I 
played through college and read about baseball all 
the time, and for a long time it was the only thing I was 
interested in—I thought, well, maybe I wasn’t such a 
poor fit for it.  Attending my first SABR convention only 
deepened this impression.  I had a strong personal 
connection with the people of SABR, recognizing my 
own infatuation with baseball in theirs.”

Parenting and geography are typically the two 
major factors in determining one’s favorite team. 
Mitchem grew up in Richmond, Virginia, and in his 
own quirky way, subverted both those factors. He 
suspects most people in Richmond end up rooting for 
Atlanta. Mitchem, however, grew up rooting for the 
Cubs because “When I was 12, my parents got cable, 
and I could see the Cubs on WGN every day.” He also 
became a Red Sox fan, adding: “I think possibly my mother’s being a big Yankees fan had something to do with 
[it].... We get along, but we’ve always butted heads. And it’s because out of three children, I’m the one most like 
her.”

He notes that he started collecting baseball cards at the age of 10 and quickly became a fan of Jim Rice. “It 
was just something that struck me, visually, about this one card,” he says. “For some reason I developed a little 
obsession with Jim Rice and started reading the box scores every day, and that led me to greater familiarity 
with the other Red Sox. I became a big, big fan of Dwight Evans. Then going back, I became obsessed with Ted 
Williams, then eventually the Deadball Era teams and players.” 

 Mitchem played baseball through his freshman year at college, sometimes at first base (“because I had 
some power and couldn’t run”) but more often on the pitcher’s mound. “I think I had a little ability,” he says; “I had 
natural movement on some pitches and could throw fairly hard—just not hard enough, as a right hander, to take 
me very far. But as I started pitching more, I became increasingly interested in what it is that pitchers do. That’s 
the part of the game I most enjoy now… the pitcher-batter confrontation.  I like to think along.”

 Being that he spends his days working with other people’s manuscripts and sharpening the prose of 
other writers, you might think that Mitchem would get the urge to pursue his own writing. As a student, he says, 
“I had that common English major disease of wanting to be a well-known writer someday, expecting that my 
identity should be wrapped up in what I was creating.” He notes that his work as an editor has given him a greater 
understanding and knowledge of “how good researchers get stuff done” and how a book takes shape. “If I were to 
take on a book-length project, I think I’d be better prepared,” he says. At the same time, he notes that he’s come 
to appreciate being a reader: “I dabble in some things, mainly poetry. (I certainly wouldn’t call myself a poet.) 
People ask me what I do, I say I’m an editor and an avid reader. I’m plenty happy not having written a book.”

 What would he write about if he were to write a book? One potential topic might be the 1880s, which 
he notes is his favorite time in his favorite era (the 19th century). He lists black ball as his other main research 

Gary Mitchem, an editor in his natural habitat.

continued on page 13
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P.O. Box 7256 • Watchung, NJ 07069 
phone: 908-226-9900 • fax: 908-226-9920

www.RobertEdwardAuctions.com

The time to
CONSIGN 
is NOW!

If you have material you think
might be of interest please 

call or write for a 
free appraisal!

CALL TODAY!
�

Robert Edward Auctions, LLC is aggressively seeking
quality consignments for our upcoming auction.  

Robert Edward Auctions, LLC consistently helps sellers
realize more money for their quality baseball material
while offering comprehensive auction services with more
than 30 years of unparalleled integrity, knowledge and
experience in the field.

Robert Edward Auctions, LLC offers the largest
circulation and greatest reach of any auction devoted to
sports collectibles in the world. Plus, we have millions
of dollars available specifically for interest-free cash
advances for our consignors. For many serious bidders,
if they only participate in one
auction during the year, it is at
Robert Edward Auctions.

is better known for his football career. Joe Dittmar 
offers an excerpt from his 1997 book, Baseball Records 
Registry, to recount a 1901 game in which the Cleveland 
Blues scored nine runs in the ninth with two outs to 
beat Washington 14-13. From the SABR Home Run Log 
comes an item about an unusual record held by Willie 
Mays. There is also a list of longest consecutive-game 
winning streaks by franchise. The editor includes a 
detailed explanation and history of Ron Rakowski’s 
discovery that Roger Maris was mistakenly credited 
with an extra RBI in 1961. Walt Wilson contributes 
shutouts caught by Ray Schalk and Carlton Fisk and 
the batterymates for Lon Warneke, Guy Bush, Charlie 
Root, Bill Lee, Hugh Daily, and Jim Abbott. There is also 
a brief tribute to the late Cliff Kachline and the late Jim 
“Snuffy” Smith.

The Courier (Negro Leagues)
September 2010
Editor Larry Lester provides a day-by-day recap 
of the Jerry Malloy Conference, which was held 
in Birmingham, AL, in July. There is a recap of the 
committee meeting at SABR40 and a listing of research 
needs. Also included is a list of 107 Hall of Famers 
who played on Rickwood Field, brief reviews of some 
recent Negro League-related books, an update on 
the committee’s Restoration Headstone Project, a 
birthday greeting to Emilio Navarro, who is turning 
105, obituaries, and a note about the August 2010 Sam 
Hairston Celebration in Columbus, MS. Other news 
items include Pete Hill receiving a corrected Hall of 
Fame plaque and Monte Irvin’s number being retired 
by the Giants. 

Bibliography 
July 2010
Leverett T. Smith, Jr. reviews William Curran’s Big 
Sticks: The Batting Revolution of the Twenties. Ron 
Kaplan reviews two sportswriting anthologies, Rules 
of the Game: The Best Sports Writing from Harpers 
Magazine and The Only Game in Town: Sportswriting 
from The New Yorker. Kaplan also offers reviews of Peter 
Golenbock’s 7: The Mickey Mantle Novel (including an 
interview with Golenbock); Stephen King’s novella 
Blockade Billy; Steinbrenner: The Last Lion of Baseball, 
by Bill Madden; The Life and Thunderous Career 
of Baseball’s Mr. October, by Dayn Perry; and Dan 
Epstein’s Big Hair and Plastic Grass: A Funky Ride 
Through Baseball and America in the Swinging 70s.

Committee Newsletter Roundup, 
continued from page 3

Make sure you don’t miss 
any news--renew your SABR 

membership before 
December 31, 2010!
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Research Exchange
 The following articles have been added to the SABR Research Library. Articles are available on request from Len Levin, 282 Doyle Ave., 
Providence, R.I. 02906-3355. The cost for copying and mailing is 12 cents a page, up to 99 pages, 11 cents a page for 100 or more pages. 
 Some of the articles below are texts for presentations at the Atlanta SABR Convention in August 2010. More will be listed in the next 
SABR Bulletin. A complete list of the more than 4,500 articles in the Research Library is available from Len Levin at the address above. The cost 
is $3.00 for copying and mailing.
 You can contact Len at the postal address above, by phone at 401-351-3278, or by E-mail at: lenlevin5@hotmail.com. Len welcomes 
your additions to the Research Library. Feel free to send them to him at the address above, or to call or send him an email if you have any 
questions.
 ------: Are farm systems ruining baseball? Yes, says Lefty O’Doul. No, says George Weiss. 5 pages. Photocopy of article in Sports 
Life, July 1949. (See Joe King article, below.)
 Accomando, Angela: Major-leaguer Si Johnson still a prominent local name. 2 pages. Text of article in the Ottawa (Illinois) 
Times about the major league pitcher who earned fame in his local community after his retirement from baseball.
 Banks, Bill: Ty Cobb’s charm emerges in letters. 3 pages. Text of article in the Atlanta Journal-Constitution, August 3, 2010, 
about a cache of letters collected by a distant relative that show another side of the baseball great. 
 Blau, Cliff: Major league roster limits. 4 pages. A chronological description of the limits since 1879, when they were fi rst 
established. 
 Buckley, Cara: Mo Vaughn: Power player. 5 pages. Text of article in the New York Times, July 30, 2010, about the former slugger 
who is now a major player in the New York City housing market, acquiring properties and rehabilitating them.
 Byerly, Ed: Three nines and a diamond: The ways, means and consequences of segregated baseball in Victoria, Texas. 37 pages. 
Photocopy of article in the journal South Texas Studies, Vol. 20, 2010. 
 Carew, Wally: Remembering Harry Agganis. 3 pages. Photocopy of article in the Red Sox Magazine, June 2010, about the Red 
Sox player who died in 1955 at the age of 26. 
 Egan, Dave: How does Stanky do it? 4 pages. Photocopy of article in Sport Magazine, August 1948.
 Fitts, Robert K.: Babe Ruth, Eiji Sawamura and war. 6 pages. About a Japanese pitcher who struck out Babe Ruth but later 
developed a passionate hatred for Americans. Text of a presentation at the Atlanta convention.
 Forr, James: Was manager Pie Traynor to blame for ’38 Pirates’ epic collapse? 2 pages. Text of article on seamheads.com. 
 Furlong, Bill: Ernie Banks in the evening of his career. 6 pages. Photocopy of article in Sport Magazine, August 1967.
 Graubart, Norman: Southern baseball and Southern Gimmicks. 10 pages. About the gimmicks and promotions that Southern 
ballclubs have used over the years. Text of a presentation at the Atlanta convention.
 Gross, Milton: Valiant is the word for Valo. 4 pages. Photocopy of article about Elmer Valo in Sport Magazine, May 1949. 
 Hirshberg, Al: Vern Stephens – junior Red Socker. 8 pages. Photocopy of article in Sport Magazine, August 1949.
 Kepner, Tyler: Hall of Famer’s slow road to a major league bench. 3 pages. Text of article in the New York Times, August 9, 2010, 
about Ryne Sandberg, who has put in a long minor league apprenticeship in his effort to be named manager of the Cubs.
 King, Joe: You gotta have a farm system! 6 pages. Photocopy of article in Sport Magazine, April 1948.
 Kuntz, Jerry: How to do 19th century baseball research. 5 pages. An outline of sources compiled by a task force from SABR’s 
Nineteenth Century Committee. 
 Land, Gary: One boy and baseball. 12 pages. Depicts youth involvement in baseball in the 19th century through the diary of a 
14-year-old boy. Text of a presentation at the Atlanta convention. 
 Miller, David: Baseball’s YellowHorse worthy of further study. 2 pages. Text of article in Ponca City (Oklahoma) News, March 10, 
2010, about a Pirates pitcher said to be the fi rst full-blooded Indian to play in the major leagues.
 Meany, Tom: George Weiss – the real Yankee Clipper. 3 pages. Photocopy of article in Sport Magazine, December 1947.
 Posnanski, Joe: Where are they now: Stan Musial. 7 pages. Photocopy of article in Sports Illustrated, August 2, 2010, catching 
up with Stan the Man. 
 Roessner, Lori Amber: Remembering the Georgia Peach. 13 pages. Photocopy of article in Journalism History, Summer 
2010, about how Ty Cobb was perceived in his time. The scholarly article focuses on coverage by The Sporting News and the Atlanta 
Constitution.
 Rozin, Skip: The amateur’s big league. 3 pages. Text of article in the Wall Street Journal, June 30, 2010, about the Cape Cod 
League. 
 Shampine, Dave: Joe Hornung, ballplayer. 5 pages. Text of article in the Watertown (N.Y.) Daily Times, June 27, 2010, about a 
19th century player born in upstate New York.
 Schmidt, Michael S., and Andrew Keh: In midseason 2010, only 23 percent of third base coaches were members of minorities, 
compared with 67 percent of fi rst base coaches. Text of article in the New York Times, August 12, 2010. 
 Schmitt, Steven D.: Country Hardball: The Dizzy Dean All-Stars of the 1930s. 21 pages. Text for a presentation at the Atlanta 
convention.
 Strickler, Jeff: Wally Pipp didn’t take it personally. 2 pages. The player’s grandson says he wasn’t bitter over losing his job to Lou 
Gehrig. Text of article in the Star-Tribune, Minneapolis-St. Paul, July 30, 2010.
 Thompson, Eric: The National League’s fi rst expansion draft: Did the Colt .45s and the Mets have a fair chance? 6 pages. Text 
of a presentation at the Atlanta convention.
 Tomsick, Thomas A.: Ballpark Foul Territory Dimensions May Contribute to Strikeout Totals. 4 pages. Text of a presentation at 
the Atlanta convention.
 Traub, James: Closer: How did Mariano Rivera become the greatest savior of the fi nal inning? 11 pages. Photocopy of article in 
the New York Times Magazine, July 4, 2010. (See Verducci article below)
 Treder, Steve: Promise, reality and baseball in the 1960s. 5 pages. Text for a presentation at the Atlanta convention.
 Verducci, Tom: Mariano saves. 7 pages. Photocopy of article in Sports Illustrated, October 5, 2009, about Mariano Rivera. (See 
Traub article above)
 Warrington, Bob: The great Philadelphia ballpark riot. 4 pages. Photocopy of article in Along the Elephant Trail, the newsletter 
of the Philadelphia Athletics Historical Society, Volume IX, No. 34, about a melee that broke out in 1913 after an umpire forfeited a 
Giants-Phillies game to the Giants.
 Witz, Billy: Enberg reconnects with baseball. 3 pages. Text of article in the New York Times, August 8, 2010, about veteran 
sportscaster Dick Enberg, who is now doing Padres games.
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interest, in particular Smoky Joe Williams and Ray 
Dandridge. “Smoky Joe Williams has always fascinated 
me.… The first picture of him I saw was the famous one 
of Williams in his Lincoln Giants uniform, standing in 
partial profile, the ball in his right hand, resting on 
his thigh.  He looks as if he’s paused in his warm-ups 
to watch something taking place on the field. There’s 
something very intriguing about his expression. That 
just drew me in, and I started reading about him and 
what a remarkable player he was. So every now and 
again I go back and poke around newspapers and 
look for leads on that. I figure someday, down the road, 
it’ll maybe be an article.”

Ray Dandridge is another subject of interest 
because he’s also from Richmond, Mitchem’s hometown 
and because he’s “undeniably a great, and apart from 
a few chapters in a book by Jim Riley, there’s not much 
written about him.”

Working for a specialized publisher like McFarland 
has given Mitchem a unique perspective on books and 
publishing. He notes that while university presses are 
still an obvious good place for deeply researched 
manuscripts, many of these presses face pressure to 
publish work of broader, more commercial interest 
than they might have ten or twenty years ago.  Because 
of this, he says, “Things that are a little more specialized 
come to us at an even greater clip. Our business 
model—lots of new titles every year, our hopes and 
expectations spread equally among them—allows 
us to take on these books, assuming the topic and its 
treatment make a favorable impression…. Nobody in 
scholarly publishing gets rich, but if each book does 
just a bit better than break-even, then we can keep the 
doors of McFarland open.

“Those of us in SABR, as passionate as we are, tend 
to develop these little obsessions, these specialized 
interests, and very often I think that’s the most 
interesting part of what I do—seeing what others 
make of the nuance and texture of the game.   I’m just 
glad that McFarland is set up in a way that we can do 
these books, which are clearly labors of love. And 
the response from SABR members and from libraries 
tells us that there are others—not a lot of them, but 
enough—who want to read about what might be called 
the quintessential McFarland or SABR topics.”

Mitchem’s passion for the game and the value he 
places on his SABR membership informs much of his 
work. He says that his favorite part of his job is getting 
to know the authors, adding that most of them have 
become friends. “And it’s really nice to see good things 
happen to your friends,” he says. “I can’t imagine 
myself not being a part of SABR now. I was telling my 
co-worker Mark Durr that I was walking around [the 
convention] and wanted to rip my “vendor” tag off. I 
don’t think of myself as a vendor. I think of myself as 
a SABR member--one who might be happy to sell you 
a book but who would rather sit down and talk about 
baseball and your pet projects.  Really, that’s why I’m 
here.”

• Grow our membership, particularly among 
younger fans. 

• Build the SABR brand while preserving SABR’s core 
commitment to baseball research and information. 

• Develop partnerships with other baseball 
organizations and major media companies. 

During his long career, Appleman has covered 
baseball as a sportswriter for the Los Angeles Times, 
launched FoxSports.com and the AOL Sports Channel, 
was the Chief Operating Officer of the successful startup 
Active.com, and was the Director of SportsNation—the  
fan community on ESPN. But to paraphrase James Earl 
Jones in Field of Dreams, the one constant through the 
years has been baseball.

A sandlot baseball player as a kid, he says, “My 
earliest baseball memory was going to the old Yankee 
Stadium with my dad and rooting for a pretty bad 
Yankee team. I will always remember celebrating my 
birthday at Yankee Stadium with a group of friends 
when my favorite player, Mickey Mantle, hit his 500th 
home run off Orioles pitcher Stu Miller.”

The father of two sons, he’s passed his love of 
baseball on to his children, taking each of his sons on 
baseball road trips for their 13th birthdays. After the 
trip with his older son, Appleman wrote a book titled, 
Dad, Are You Pumped? A Father-Son Baseball Odyssey 
(iUniverse, 2005). He gives this brief outline of the 
book:  “Over two weeks, two countries, eight states, 
and 3,000 miles, I took my 12-year-old son Michael 
to eight baseball games in six stadiums and visited 
the baseball, hockey, and pro football halls of fame. 
On a trip filled with adventures, Michael caught balls 
in Montreal, Detroit, and Cleveland; we sat with the 
Bleacher Bums at Wrigley Field and became friends 
with some diehard Indians fans at Jacobs Field. A 
highlight of the trip was the first stop—the induction 
ceremony of my mentor and good friend, the late 
sportswriter Joe Falls, at the National Baseball Hall of 
Fame in Cooperstown, New York.”

“Three years after my trip with Michael, I took my 
younger son Drew on a trip in California,” Appleman 
says. “We started out whitewater rafting in Northern 
California, and then drove down the coast, stopping 
at Major League games in Oakland, San Francisco, 
Los Angeles (Dodgers) and San Diego. It was another 
incredibly memorable father-son trip.”

When his sons were younger, Appleman coached 
their Little League and Babe Ruth teams. “It was such a 
special and satisfying experience to work with kids,” 
he says, “To see their improvement, and, most of all, to 
see their smiles after they line a base hit, make a catch, 
or throw three strikes in a row.”

The opportunity to run an established member 
nonprofit such as SABR is not lost on Appleman. “It’s a 
challenge, but it’s an exciting challenge. I look forward 
to helping SABR grow and thrive.”

Member Profile, continued from page 10 SABR Hires Appleman as Executive 
Director, continued from page 1
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Farewell to Executive Director John Zajc

 John began his SABR career in 1990 as a part-time clerical assistant hired by then-Executive Director 
Morris Eckhouse. His position eventually evolved into the full-time Director of Membership Services. He was 
twice interim executive director before officially taking the position January 1, 2003.  In that time, he has attended 
18 conventions,  39 board meetings, and logged more than 40,000 hours in the office. 

John with friend and fellow SABR member Greg 
Proops.

Left, John helping a member during 
his fi rst convention in San Diego in 
1993. 
Below, John and his father, John Zajc, 
who was a regular volunteer in the 
SABR offi ce.

Below: John shortly after being hired by former Executive Director Morris 
Eckhouse (seen from the back)
Right: John, former employee Ryan Chamberlain, and Membership 
Services Manager Eileen Canepari
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TITLE  AUTHOR  PUBLISHER ISBN  INFO

The SABR Bookshelf is a listing of books received at the SABR offi ce. To 
get your NEW book listed on The SABR Bookshelf make sure a review 
copy is sent to: SABR, 812 Huron Rd E #719, Cleveland OH 44115.
See ordering information in the summary text.

PUBLISHER ADDRESS    PHONE WEB

American Association Almanac  Rex Hamman*          $6.00  sftcvr
Baseball and Rhetorics of Purity  Michael Butterworth   University of Alabama Press  978-0-8173-1710-2  $45.00  hrdcvr 
Baseball Maniac’s Almanac 2nd  Bert Randolph Sugar, ed  Skyhorse Publishing   978-1-60239-957-0  $14.95  sftcvr
Strike Three! My Years in the Pen  Tom Tomsick*   Jarndyce & Jarndyce   978-0-9817269-6-0  $18.95  sftcvr 
The 300 Club   Dan Schlossberg*   Ascend Books   978-0-9841130-3-3  $24.95  hrdcvr 
The New Westminster Frasers  McIntosh* & Drown   Raised Seam Fanatic Books  978-0-9865564-0-1  $18.95  sftcvr 
   Baseball Club
The Heater    Jonhn Conlee   Pale Horse Books   978-0-9710362-4-6  $13.95  sftcvr 
Latino Baseball Legends  Lew Freedman*   Greenwood  Press/ABC-CLIO 978-0-313-37867-6   hrdcvr 
Two Guys Read the Box Scores  Chandler & Hill   Robert D. Reed Publishers  978-1-934759-47-9  $14.95  sftcvr
The Washington Senators  Shirley Povich   Kent State University Press  978-1-60635-052-2  $18.00 sftcvr 
Early Black Baseball in Minnesota Todd Peterson*     McFarland    978-0-7864-5752-6  $39.95 sftcvr
Integrating Cleveland Baseball   Stephanie Liscio*     McFarland    978-0-7864-5750-2  $29.95 sftcvr
The Day All the Stars Came Out   Lew Freedman*       McFarland    978-0-7864-5775-5  $29.95 sftcvr

*Denotes SABR member

ABC-CLIO   130 Cremona Drive, Santa Barbara, CA 93117 800-368-6868 abc-clio.com
American Association Almanac 14201 Crosstown Blvd, NW, Andover, MN 55204-3311   almanacpark.blogspot.com
Ascend Bools   10101 W. 87th Street, #200, Overland Park, KS 66212  913.948.5500 ascendbooks.com
Jarndyce & Jarndyce Press        cincybooks.com
Kent State University Press 307 Lowry Hall, PO Box 5190, Kent, OH 44242-0001 330.672.8097 kentstateuniversitypress.com 
McFarland & Co.*  Box 611, Jefferson, NC 28640   800.253.2187 mcfarlandpub.com
Pale Horse Books  706 Monumental Ave, Williamsburg, VA 23185 757.221.3945 palehorsebooks.com
Raised Seam Fanatic Publishing 225 Archer St, New Westminster, BC V3L 4E1  604.619.8455 
Robert D. Reed Publishers PO Box 1992, Bandon, OR 97411   541.347.9882 rdrpublishers.com
Skyhorse Publishing  555 Eight Avenue, Suite 903, New York, NY 10018 212.643.6816 skyhorsepublishing.com 
University of Alabama Press Box 870380, Tuscaloosa, AL 35487-0380  205.348.5180 uapress.ua.edu
    
*Denotes Bulletin advertiser

Selected Book Summaries
Baseball and Rhetorics of Purity by Michael Butterworth is an investigation into the culture and mythology of 
baseball, paying special attention to the game’s role in the reconstruction of American identity after September 
11, 2001.

Bert Sugar’s Baseball Maniac’s Almanac is part reference, part trivia, part brain teaser, and a very useful 
compendium of baseball stats and facts.

In Strike Three! My Years in the Pen, Tom Tomsick, Indians bullpen catcher from 1964-66, brings a little-known, 
underappreciated team into focus and looks at one talented young man’s ultimate career decision.

In The 300 Club, Dan Schlossberg reviews the careers of the rarest of breeds—the 24 pitchers who have won 
at least 300 games. The book includes exclusive interviews with the living 300-game winners.

The New Westminster Frasers Baseball Club by Ken McIntosh and Rod Drown looks at Frasers and their 
unsuccessful single-year existence as part of the Northwest Minor Baseball League.

continued on page 19
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SABR collaborated with Ursuline College (Pepper Pike, OH) to bring the traveling exhibit, Linedrives and 
Lipstick: The Untold Story of Women’s Baseball, to Ursuline’s Wasmer Gallery September 1 – October 20. 

On September 16, SABR, Ursuline, and the Cleveland Indians presented an evening with Mamie “Peanut” 
Johnson (one of three women to play in the Negro Leagues), Doris O’Donnell (whose 50-year-plus journalism 
career included covering the Indians in the late 1950s), and Audrey Daniels (former AAGPBL player). SABR 
member Barbara Gregorich moderated the panel discussion.  This benefit event for Ursuline student scholarships  
attracted more than 200 attendees, among them celebrity guests Hall of Famer Bob Feller and former player and 
manager Mike Hargrove. 

Other events around the exhibit included the screening of the 
documentary The Girls of Summer, on October 3. The film tells the story 
of the WBL Sparks, the first all-girls team to play in the Cooperstown 
Dreams Tournament. Coach Justine Siegal was on hand to discuss 
her organization, Baseball for All, the Sparks, and her experiences as 
the first female coach for a professional men’s baseball team. 

The Linedrives & Lipstick exhibit was organized and toured by 
Mid-America Arts Alliance through its ExhibitsUSA national program. 
Additional exhibit items were on loan from the Baseball Heritage 
Museum of Cleveland; Amy Sancetta, AP photographer; and The 

National Museum of Sport, 
IUPUI. 

Sng, Daryl   Washington, DC  Records, Biz of Baseball, Baseball & the Arts, Stats, Science & 
Baseball
Spence, Kevin   Las Vegas, NV  Ballparks, Records, Stats, Science & Baseball, Baseball Card
Spurgeon, Ken   Chelan, WA 
Stahl, Richard   Denham Springs, LA All areas
Stempel, Laurence  Columbus, OH  Ballparks, Bibliography, Minors Baseball & the Arts, Science &   
      Baseball, Baseball Card
Stewart, Robert   Langhorne, PA  Ballparks, Biz of Baseball, Science & Baseball
Stieger, Jake   Leesburg, VA
Summer, Walter   Newberry, SC
Swyers, Holly   Chicago, IL  Ballparks, Bibliography, Biz of Baseball, Negro Leagues, Oral   
      History, Women in Baseball, Science & Baseball
Taber, Thomas   Reno, NV      Biographical Research, Collegiate Baseball, Scouts, Science &   
      Baseball
Tallant, Johnny   Cumming, GA  All areas
Tanaka, Hidenori   Kawasaki Kanagawa, Japan
Taylor, Jack   Cleveland, OH 
Titus, Victor   Farmington, NM  Records, Negro Leagues, Baseball Card
VerDuyn, Matisse  Jacksonville, FL      Biz of Baseball, Collegiate Baseball, Minors Stats, Umpires,   
      Science & Baseball
Willis, Kris   Summerville, GA  Ballparks, Scouts, Black Sox
Wilson, Doug   Columbus, IN   BioProject
Wonhoff, Tip   South Bend, WA  Collegiate Baseball, Latino Baseball, Baseball & the Arts, Negro  
      Leagues
Worth, Richard   Northlake, IL
Zappala, Tom   Merrimac, MA  Records, Biographical Research, Deadball Era (1901-19), Baseball  
      Card
Zepp, Randy   Surprise, AZ  Records, Biographical Research

NAME  CITY   INTERESTS 

Linedrives & Lipstick Collaboration a Big Success

New Members, continued from page 9

Above left, SABR board 
member Leslie Heaphy and 
outgoing Executive Director 
John Zajc at the Linedrives & 
Lipstick benefi t. 
Left: Mamie Johnson, SABR 
staffer Susan Petrone, 
Doris O’Donnell, and Audrey 
Daniels.
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sabr  #SABR40 officially kicks off in about five minutes (although good times and general frivolity started last 
night)

ThePaulHines #sabr40 is under way in Atlanta! It’s great, but I still miss the good old days of bribing the 
statheads into making my seasons legendary.

baseball_ref At #sabr40, in talk on 19th century stats. The data for these yrs incredibly dirty and ripe for 
major revision

MNTwinsZealot @aarongleeman Yes, you missed a bizarre game, but you’re at #sabr40 and we’re not so you 
win.

StatsMan Ron Gant describing home #Braves baseball games before 1991 at #SABR40: “Back then, fans could 
buy a seat in the dugout.”

whyilikebb Vince Gennaro rocks the house. #sabr40 (will post notes on his talk in a bit) Economics was never 
so much fun

schwartzstops Think #SABR40 is just for “baseball nerds”? Guess again: one big-market club has two front 
office guys here attending presentations

MkeBrewerGal  Greeting from the Ted! I like any team with a marching band

ceciliatan Bobby Cox tells Glavine, You were an ace 
of a pitcher, and an ace of a guy.

MLB Shoutout to #sabr40 friends at #sfgiants 
#braves tilt. http://whyilikebaseball.com recaps 
Society for American Baseball Research meetings

baseball_ref At #sabr40 John Schuerholz is a pretty 
smart guy.

jc_bradbury Learning that acronyms that I 
pronounce by letter are spoken as words by others

robneyer Dave Allen is the non-stoned, baseball-
research version of Hyde from “That ‘70s Show”. 
#SABR40

aarongleeman This is by far the dorkiest room 
I’ve ever been in. I have no idea what anyone is talking 
about and it’s awesome.

Baseballisms Awe inspiring attendees at #SABR40. There 
are physicists, statisticians, technologists, historians.. This here 
dude w/ a website is humbled

buckweaver Learned something from #SABR40, my fi rst 
convention: Can’t be in 8 places at once. Will work on that skill 
before SABR 41 in L.A. next year.

Favorite Tweets from SABR 40

During SABR 40, we made more use of technology than we have for any other convention, offering live 
streaming of selected presentations and live updates on convention happenings via Facebook and Twitter. Many 
SABR members blogged, tweeted, foursquared, and Facebooked their way through the convention. Below are 
some of our favorite tweets from SABR 40.

LARSEN’S PERFECT GAME
Now On DVD!

The original TV broadcast of Larsen’s Perfect 
Game (beginning in the top of the second inning) 

is available on a new 2½ hour DVD! 

• All the original commercials & complete post-game!
• Both TV and radio game play-by-play broadcasts     
(Watch the game & listen to either the TV play-by-       
  play with Mel Allen & Vin Scully or the radio call  
  by Bob Neal & Bob Wolff or bounce back and forth  
  between the two!) 
• Interview with the discoverer of this rare original       
  kinescope, Rare Sportsfi lms owner Doak Ewing!   

This broadcast brings back all the memories of 
those early televised World Series games and 

New York baseball as it was played over 
half a century ago.

Running Time: 2 Hours, 25 Minutes
$39.95 plus $4 S/H

Mention SABR and get $2.00 discount!

800-603-4353

RARE SPORTSFILMS SB
1126 Tennyson Lane
Naperville, IL  60540
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Spirit of SABR Salute

In each Bulletin, this space is devoted to recognizing SABR 
members who, on their own initiative or on request, have 
assisted other members in their research projects, which 
is what SABR is all about. The only source of names is you, 
the membership. There are no judges, no committees, 
no competition. All names submitted are printed; their 
nominators will not be identifi ed.

Stephen Boren, Wilmette, IL
Tom Hufford, Marietta, GA
Terry Sloope, Cartersville, GA

Submit names for the Spirit of SABR Salute to:
Spirit of SABR Salute
812 Huron Rd E, #719

Cleveland, OH 44115 or e-mail to: spetrone@sabr.org

The fall 2010 issue of The Baseball Research Journal 
features a review by Dan Basco and Michael Davies 
of DIPS (defense-independent pitching statistics)—
the review looks at the various metrics themselves 
as well as the arguments for how much control a 
pitcher has over BABIP (batted balls in plays). Glenn 
Greenberg asks and answers the question “Does a 
pitcher’s height matter?” Robert D. Warrington offers a 
detailed account of the relocation of the Athletics from 
Philadelphia to Kansas City in the 1950s. Ron Kaplan 
reviews recent biographies of Mantle, Maris, and 
George Steinbrenner. Members will begin receiving 
their copies in the mail in December.

Publications Notes

Selected Book Summaries, continued 
from page 16

The Heater, John Conlee’s first adult novel, is about 
baseball, Ireland, and shady goings-on in the world of 
antiquities.

Lew Freedman’s Latino Baseball Legends offers the 
most comprehensive encyclopedia of Latin American 
baseball stars, tracing the history of Latinos in baseball 
through the stories of these of who have excelled at 
the game. 

Early Black Baseball in Minnesota by Todd Peterson 
focuses on the St. Paul Gosphers and their crosstown 
rivals, the Minneapolis Keystones, and lays out the 
early history of African American baseball in the 
Upper Midwest.

Two Guys Read the Box Scores is a series of often-
amusing and always thoughtful letters on baseball and 
other metaphysical wonders between co-authors and 
lifelong friends Terrence Hill and Steve Chandler.

The Washington Senators is a reprint of Shirley Povich’s 
history of the Washington Senators, which originally 
appeared in 1954 as part of G.P. Putnam’s popular 
series of major league team histories.

Integrating Cleveland Baseball: Media Activism, the 
Integration of the Indians and the Demise of the Negro 
League Buckeyes by Stephanie M. Liscio follows the 
Cleveland scene from the news of Jackie Robinson to 
the end of the Buckeyes.

The Day All the Stars Came Out: Major League Baseball’s 
First All-Star Game, 1933 by Lew Freedman covers the 
game from conception to the last out.

NAME: _______________________________________

NEW ADDRESS: _________________________________

_____________________________________________

CITY, STATE, ZIP: ________________________________

OLD ADDRESS: _________________________________

_____________________________________________

SABR publications are mailed nonprofi t bulk mail, which is not 
forwarded by the USPS.

Return to:
812 Huron Rd E, #719
Cleveland, OH 44115 

Moving? Remember to send SABR 
your change of address

Make sure you continue receiving The 
Bulletin and other SABR communications. 

If your email address has changed, please 
be sure to change it in your profile in the 

Members  Only section of the SABR website 
(members.sabr.org) or send an email to: 

info@sabr.org.
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Ordering SABR Publications
Order SABR publications from the University of Nebraska Press, 
1-800-755-1105, M-F, 8am-5pm CT.
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Society. Your SABR membership provides free admission to the 
WRHS Library. Call 216-721-5722 or go on-line at www.wrhs.org 
for more information.

Printed by MathewsColor Corp, Pittsburgh PA

SABR 41 Dates Set

The SABR Convention for 2011 will be held in 
Long Beach, California from Wednesday, July 6 to 
Sunday, July 10.  The convention hotel is the Long 
Beach Hilton. The dates were chosen to allow us the 
flexibility to see a major league baseball game at 
both Dodger Stadium and Angels Stadium. Details 
on the schedule and how to make hotel reservations 
(the Long Beach Hilton) will be announced as we 
learn them.


